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Foreword

by David N. Bivin

The desire to better understand the words of Jesus has been a lifelong personal quest. It 
began when, as a teenager, I became a follower of Jesus and found many of his sayings to
be incomprehensible. Over the years my personal quest to understand Jesus’ words has 
grown into a passion for sharing that understanding with others.

In 1963 this quest led me to the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where I studied the 
Hebrew language and Jewish history. It was during my six years of full-time study there 
that I discovered knowledge of Hebrew is the key that unlocks the meaning of Jesus’ 
sayings. This discovery came as a surprise, since all Jesus’ sayings have been preserved 
in Greek.

The idea for creating a new periodical was conceived in the mid-1980s as Jeffrey 
Magnuson and I were working on chapters of my projected book (alas, never completed),
which attempted to explain the Jewish backgrounds and Hebraic nuances of some of 
Jesus’ sayings. “We’re working and working, but not publishing anything,” Jeff said. 
“Let’s publish a monthly newsletter where your insights about the words of Jesus can 
reach the public.” Thus in October of 1987 Jerusalem Perspective (JP) was born.

Although Jerusalem Perspective began as merely a four-page newsletter, it quickly 
expanded into a bimonthly, sixteen-page, two-color publication, and eventually became a
quarterly, forty-page, full-color magazine. Jeff served as JP’s editor from 1987-1992 
(Issue 1 [Oct. 1987] to Issue 37 [Mar.-Apr. 1992]), and Joseph Frankovic, a 
tremendously gifted researcher, edited JP Issues 55 and 56 (Apr. 1999-Sept. 1999).

As Jerusalem Perspective grew in size, it also started to include viewpoints other than 
my own. JP began to publish articles by Jewish and Christian scholars (such as David 
Flusser, Shmuel Safrai, Ronny Reich, Steven Notley, Randall Buth and Magen Broshi) 
who brought their expertise in archaeology, biblical geography, Jewish history, Second 
Temple Jewish literature, and ancient languages to bear on the words of Jesus. The 
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contributions of many of those scholars are contained in this volume. JP also highlighted 
the groundbreaking approach to the Synoptic Gospels pioneered by Robert L. Lindsey, 
who believed that Luke was the first of these Gospels, and that behind the majority of the
stories and sayings contained in the Synoptic Gospels there stood a Hebrew—not 
Aramaic!—source.

After twelve years as a print publication, Jerusalem Perspective migrated to an online 
format, where it now reaches a world-wide audience. On its website JP continues to 
publish articles that explore the Jewish and Hebraic backgrounds of Jesus’ sayings. JP 
also continues to highlight the work of outstanding scholars like John C. “Jack” Poirier, 
Guido Baltes, Jeffrey P. García, Huub van de Sandt and Serge Ruzer, and, by hosting 
“The Life of Yeshua: A Suggested Reconstruction,” JP is advancing the approach to the 
Gospels propounded by Robert L. Lindsey.
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Introduction

by Joshua N. Tilton

The essays contained in this thirty-fifth anniversary volume span the breadth of 
Jerusalem Perspective’s history, from articles published in its very first issue (Bivin’s 
“Was Jesus a Confirmed Bachelor?”) to articles only published online (e.g., Poirier’s 
“666: One Number or Three?”). They also range from the simple (e.g., Wilson’s “The 
Appearance of Jesus: Hairstyles and Beards in Bible Times”) to the complex (e.g., 
Flusser and Safrai’s “The Apostolic Decree and the Noahide Commandments”), address 
readers from beginners (e.g., Lindsey’s “Introduction to Synoptic Studies”) to the 
advanced student (e.g., Ruzer’s “Notes on the New Testament as a Witness for Broader 
Jewish Patterns in Jesus’ Times”), and were authored by people ranging from amateurs 
such as myself (“‘Shake the Dust from Your Feet’: What Did the Apostles’ Action 
Signify?”) to leading authorities like Huub van de Sandt (“The Didache and its 
Relevance for Understanding the Gospel of Matthew”).

By including in this volume such diverse contributions as Suess’ “Lilies of the Field” and
Safrai’s “Jesus and the Hasidim,” we hope to display Jerusalem Perspective’s insatiable 
curiosity about all aspects of the world in which Jesus taught, healed, and mentored 
disciples, and to demonstrate JP’s appeal to a wide array of audiences. This volume also 
hopes to prove that JP is an indispensable resource for Bible and seminary students, an 
aid to pastors and teachers, a guide to those engaged in interfaith relations, and a forum 
for scholars to introduce their research to readers beyond the enclave of the university.

Jerusalem Perspective stretches the worldview of simple believers, deepens the faith of 
questioning students, challenges outdated assumptions (e.g., that Hebrew was no longer a
spoken language in the first century), combats dangerous prejudices (viz., anti-Semitism) 
and helps bridge the chasm between Christian and Jew. How do I know JP has the ability
to do these things? Because it did all those things for me. And I suspect I am not alone in 
this regard. Over its thirty-five years JP has undoubtedly transformed the lives of untold 
numbers of readers.

As Jerusalem Perspective looks ahead to the next thirty-five years, the one thing we can 
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foresee with certainty is that change is on the horizon. Just as JP changed its format from
newsletter to magazine to online publication, so it will continue to evolve, finding new 
ways to meet readers—and now also viewers (see JP’s YouTube channel) and listeners 
(check out Audio JP)—wherever they are. JP also hopes to reach out to new audiences, 
informing new generations of students, leaders and laypersons about the world in which 
Jesus lived, the deeds he performed, and the message he proclaimed, so that the Kingdom
of Heaven, God’s redeeming power among the faithful, may more forcefully erupt into 
our increasingly chaotic, divided and imperiled world.

In the coming years Jerusalem Perspective also expects to witness a changing of the 
guard. New authors and contributors will be needed to carry on the tradition of academic 
excellence and intellectual curiosity so admirably established by the likes of Robert 
Lindsey, David Flusser and Shmuel Safrai. And it is to be hoped that among these new 
contributors will be found more women and people of diverse backgrounds, so that the 
global reach and universal relevance of Jesus’ message will be more accurately 
represented among the contributors to JP’s content. Likewise, JP’s leadership and staff 
will inevitably undergo transformation as David Bivin hands the torch to a new 
generation.

Change is inevitable, and, as part of the created order, it is to be embraced. But whatever 
changes may come to Jerusalem Perspective in the future, we can count on some things 
to remain the same. JP will carry forward David’s quest to better understand the 
teachings of Jesus. JP will continue to highlight the research of Jewish and Christian 
scholars in the fields of biblical archaeology, Second Temple Judaism and ancient 
languages. And, with God’s blessing and the support of JP’s members, Jerusalem 
Perspective will continue to pursue its transformational mission for many more years to 
come.
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